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i * SUCCESS IN SCHOOLS i
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3 UNISON Organisers, Barney Wakefield, Adam Flanders and Margi Hill have been
conducting an Organising Campaign in West Cheshire Schools since July.

Detailed mapping of schools has taken place which has involved identifying
members, potential members and stewards

At the beginning of the project it was hoped that visits and drop in sessions would
have taken place at every school in West Cheshire however branch officers and
organisers believed that a more targeted approach was needed and recruiting
and organising in High Schools became the priority.

Recruiting and Organising events and meetings have taken place in 10 High

THE LARGER Schools and further to this a number of feeder Primary Schools have received
visits and recruitment materials have been delivered to the schools with further

THE UNION visits being arranged.

Has it been successful?

THE

So far 34 new members have been recruited and 4 new stewards have been
STRONGER elected. Improvements have been made in communications with schools and
members and the target now is to achieve at least one contact in every school.
VOICE WE . . .
Common issues that are affecting members include contracts of employment
problems, pension issues and the issue of administration of medicines. The
HAVE Branch will deal with any issues that arise out of this project.

Barney, Adam and Margie will continue to

. Discuss the importance of being in a union
o Explain the most effective way to take part and access UNISON
o Recruit members and representatives
o Help develop and mentor activists
. Raise the profile of UNISON throughout schools and produce regular
newsletters
. Follow up recruitment with members meetings
UNISON THE
If you are a Schools member and would like the opportunity to meet with your
LARGEST union and for the Organisers to visit your school please contact Dawn Moulton at
West Cheshire Branch on 01244 346894

CWAC Dispute Update

You will be aware that the current terms and conditions dispute is a matter

yet to be resolved between UNISON and other unions and Cheshire West

and Chester Council.

We have demonstrated how strongly members felt about the drastic cuts in

Terms and conditions, especially on low paid women members, by taking
industrial action including strike action earlier this year.

This action and further representations by trade unions resulted in the employer returning to the
negotiating table . However discussions did not move the issue forward and as a result of further legal
advice we registered tribunal claims on behalf of 3000+ members against Cheshire West and Chester

Council .

FAGHING Y

STOP TOMN TS s

RN W WSS

Thompson’s UNISON’s solicitors have written to all members of Cheshire West and Chester Council, can
| encourage you to sign and return the letter and show your support.

UNISON has written to Cheshire West and Chester Council in November regarding the dispute and claim
but we have not yet received a reply. We are concerned that this matter is taking so long to resolve but
our priority is to oppose these cuts and protect our member’s interests using every available means. To
end we will update all affected members of any change or progress in the current situation.

HELLO FROM THE
NEW BRANCH
CHAIR

My Name is Geoff
Wright and | have
been employed with
the Council since May
2008.

| have worked in
residential settings
since 1982 and have
worked with  both
children and adults
during that time.

My substantive post is
in  Adult Services,
learning disability

Networks where |
became the Unison
steward in 2011. |
have seen firsthand
the hard work and
dedication that so
many of my
colleagues have
shown as they
support  vulnerable
service users. | have
been seconded as
Assistant Branch
Secretary at the

Unison office in Chester
since June, 2012 and |
have thoroughly enjoyed
my time in the office.

have learned so much
from supporting
members and helping
them through difficult
times with the Council.

| am enjoying my new
role in Unison so much
that in my spare time |
am completing a Law
Diploma at Manchester.

-
-

AGM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

PUBLIC

DID YOU KNOW? AV/mOE
SECTOR That as a UNISON member you can receive a number of O

membership benefits...UNISON has appointed 16 m
UNION companies as UNISON Plus approved suppliers. To get this

endorsement not only must they be able to offer members
savings and added value offers but UNISON also requires
them to operate very high standards of customer care and to support the
unions aims and objectives. Contact your local steward to find out more or ring
your branch on 01244 346894

Tuesday 5th
February

5pm—6.30pm

County Sports Club
Plas Newton Lane
Chester
CH2 1PR

Monday 11th
February

12pm-1pm

Winsford Lifestyle
Centre
The Drumber
Winsford
CW?7 1AD

Tuesday 12th
February

12pm-1pm

St Marys Centre
St Marys Hill
Chester
Cheshire
CH1 2DW

Wednesday 13th
February

12pm -1pm

Ellesmere Port Civic
Hall
Civic Way
Ellesmere Port
Cheshire
CH65 0AZ




